GJCL FALL FORUM 2013 | GREEK MYTHOLOGY | VARSITY (follows theme and format of the Medusa Exam)
1. Which did NOT undergo a permanent change of gender, according to Ovid’s Metamorphoses?
A. Caenis
B. Hermaphroditus C. Iphis
D. Tiresias
2. The divine brothers Zetes and Calais were known as the
A. Aloads
B. Boreads
C. Cyclopes D. Hecatonchires
3. According to Hesiod’s Theogony, which was the first of the four primal entities to arise?
A. Chaos
B. Eros
D. Gaea
D. Tartarus
4. The Homeric Hymn to Aphrodite does NOT tell how the goddess Aphrodite, in her love affair with the
mortal Anchises,
A. came to him while he was tending cattle on Mt. Ida near Troy
B. carried him away to Syria
C. said that she would she would bear him a son
D. told him that she was a mortal woman, the daughter of Otreus
5. What two-headed, snake-tailed dog helped Geryon guard the cattle that Heracles had to capture for
his tenth labor?
A. Cerberus B. Ladon
C. Orthrus (Orthus) D. Scylla
6. Which is NOT true of the story of Leucothoe as told in Ovid’s Metamorphoses?
A. Her rival Clytie tattled on her.
B. She was buried alive at the behest of her father.
C. She wasted away and was transformed into a heliotrope.
D. The Sun approached her in the guise of her mother.
7. ille ego sum qui longum metior annum, omnia qui video, per quem videt omnia tellus, mundi oculus.
Who identifies himself thus in Ovid’s Metamorphoses?
A. Atlas
B. Jupiter
C. Lucifer (the Morning Star) D. Sol
8. While staying in Italy with Aeneas, an old flame of her deceased sister, who had a scary dream, fled
from the house, and was changed into a nymph of the river Numicus?
A. Anna Perenna
B. Carmenta C. Egeria
D. Pomona
9. Thrinacia was the island where
A. Calypso detained Odysseus for seven years
B. Circe changed some of Odysseus’ men into pigs
C. the cattle of Helius were slain by Odysseus’ men
D. the Phaeacians received the shipwrecked Odysseus before returning him to Ithaca
10. In what form did Zeus seduce Antiope, the mother of Amphion and Zethus?
A. Amphitryon (her mortal husband)
B. flame
C. satyr
D. shepherd
11. Which mortal form did Athena NOT assume in order to help Telemachus in the Odyssey?
A. Mentes
B. Mentor
C. Nestor
D. Telemachus himself
12. Ovid and Hyginus say that, in order to trick her rival into making a deadly request of Zeus, Hera visited
Semele in the guise of
A. a bird
B. a mare
C. her nurse Beroe D. Diana
13. Which god bears the epithet Lemnius, which recalls the island in the northern Aegean Sea onto which
he landed when he was flung out of heaven and which was his chief cult center?
A. Bacchus
B. Mercury
C. Neptune D. Vulcan
14. Poseidon wooed Tyro in the guise of the river god __________
A. Anaurus
B. Peneus
C. Enipeus
D. Titaressus
15. Which was NOT killed by Achilles? A. Hector
B. Memnon C. Penthesilea D. Sarpedon
16. Disguised as a shepherd, playing his reed pipe, and telling how the reed pipe had come to be invented,
Mercury lulled __________ to sleep and then beheaded him.
A. Argus
B. Python
C. Syrinx
D. Typhon (Typhoeus)
17. Which did NOT oppose the introduction of the cult of Bacchus into his city?
A. Acrisius
B. Lycurgus C. Pentheus D. Perseus

18. What mountain was the scene of the death of Actaeon, the dismemberment of Pentheus, and the
exposure of Oedipus?
A. Cithaeron B. Helicon
C. Parnassus C. Pelion
19. In chronological order which of these events occurred THIRD?
A. Eteocles and Polyneices kill each other
B. Jocasta hangs herself
C. Laius is killed at a fork in the road
D. Oedipus solves the riddle of the Sphinx
20. Which two gods, disguised as mortals, were hospitably received by Baucis and Philemon in the story
told by Ovid?
A. Apollo and Poseidon B. Apollo and Diana C. Hades and Persephone D. Jupiter and Mercury
21. Complete the analogy: Eurystheus : Heracles :: __________ : Bellerophon
A. Aeetes
B. Iobates
C. Pelias
D. Polydectes
22. Pausanias records that Demeter eluded the amorous attentions of Poseidon until he took the form of a
A. bull
B. dolphin
C. horse
D. ram
23. Heracles mounted a pyre after donning the poisoned shirt unwittingly given to him by
A. Deianira
B. Hebe
C. Iole
D. Megara
24. Before he was slain by Theseus, what would Cercyon do to travelers?
A. challenge them to wrestle with him and kill them when they lost
B. crack their skulls with a club of bronze
C. dismember them by tying them to bent pines trees and then releasing them
D. force them to wash his feet and then kick them over a cliff and into the maw of a sea turtle
25. The Argonauts stopped at Salmydessus in Thrace to ask the blind seer __________ the easiest and
fastest route to Colchis.
A. Amycus
B. Hypsipyle C. Phineus
D. Talus
26. Which is NOT true of Athamas?
A. Aeolus is his father. B. Ino is his wife. C. Jupiter is his grandfather. D. Sisyphus is his brother.
27. Who was fated to live only so long as a certain log was not consumed by fire?
A. Achilles
B. Admetus C. Meleager D. Sarpedon
28. Apollodorus records that the Trojan seer Helenus, captured by Odysseus, revealed certain conditions
that had to be met if Troy was to fall, including all of the following EXCEPT that the Greeks had to
A. build a huge wooden horse, fill it with Greeks, and trick the Trojans into taking it into their citadel
B. fetch Achilles’ son Neoptolemus, who was to defeat Eurypylus, the last major ally of the Trojans
C. obtain the bones of Pelops
D. steal from the Trojans the Palladium, an ancient statue of Athena that protected Troy

A

B

29. In image A, the dancing figures above the infant Zeus are
A. Curetes
B. Erotes
C. Satyrs
D. Telchines
30. In image B, the figure reclining on the ship is A. Aeolus
B. Dionysus

C. Nereus

D. Poseidon

